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Under Su.spicion

[Original]

“Mother,"” snld Bessle Childersa as
#he threw off her wraps excitedly,
Yeomethlng "y wrong ut the store.”
| Wit s it cuid ¥
*Toduy ot oopn 1 went to the cloak-
room to get iy handkerchlef, which 1
bad left by mistake, and found the
lurge Inslde pocket of my clouk Alled
with lves,”

“Guod graciogs! What did you do?”
“1 didu't do noything. 1 koew that |
was ln o dapgerous position aod want-
el to tuke the right couras. 1 went
bock to my counter t thiok It over
iud copeluded during the afterpnooen to
| tuke the things to the willee wud state
the ense, bt when | went biuck to the
Cloakrooin the Inves were gobe"

“Tuken out by svwme oue who put
| thetn there

“I don't know. They may buve been
tiken by one of the store detectives.”

“What uee you golug to dv ubout 1t

“Nothing. If they were tiken awiny
by the llltyt there's no negd to say

Zin unything: If by o detectlve, he will el- | wis
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ipprovisd by thie bogrd Ly i thought Purker will reeviva
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guestioned,  whivretpen My, [

| ther neguse me nt once or wiatel me" | Ketnerly hostled and secured the
[ Blgabeth Childers was the danghter | full mmount of the ciry's HpPropia
of Arehibonld Chllders, who had Jved [Vlp— #u p yenr for five years by

Noew Ofticers Tnstalled.
Pisliwt lu's Patriotin

lotlze o the

Ly |

rivh and died poor. Her motbher tnoght
wusle, aud Desdle sold foney drticles
| lu the Ay goods store of Bannlng &
Co, The next doy Dertram Bunolng,
ot of the bhead of the frm, wilked
| post ber ‘counter, looking nt ber with
nn expresslon that wilght mean any-
thing, but surely meant something.
Beanle natorenlly oserlbed I to the foet
that she was o suspected thief, Thont

nlght sbie renewed ber plalist to lwrI

mother, nnd the two were In an ngony
of distress, expecting thot an areest
would soon follow

But the arrest did not follow, and
the mother and dovghter agreed that
the firm was waiting further evilence
of her gullt, Mr. Bertrom Banning
whenever he pnssel Bessle's counter
gave bher the sume Interested glunce.
Bhe mnde every effort to hppenr com-
posed, wnd she suceceded ndmlmbly.
| Then one dny Mr, Bunning stoppsd at
her counter and hod o e chint with
| ber.  Ste bad no doubt thit he wus
Intending to draw from her sowe evi-

denee o erlmilnate ber, but he con- |

fNued Mlmwell o very ordinney topics
that contd not possibly bear on the
pubject of stolen goods. A few days
lnter b spoke to ber agaln, this tie
ftimating thot e lnd mnde the s
eovery thut shie was the duughter of
thie onee wenlthy  buanker, Avchibald
Chillders,

Thot e bad been woklog Inguicles
| ahout Ler was npparent, though his
detectives hiad donbtless gothersd the
luformntion.  ‘Fhe poor glel was -in
drendrul suspense.  She wished  thut
It mlght end even If by lier arrest.
Berteam Bunnlpg was evidently mann-
| ppednge the cnse, nnd she wondered thnt
! g0 aMuble o young wan with so much
woenlth st his command or In prospeet
dtd pot teave sneh unplensant mutters
| to some one clse,
| Oue dny Desale was notified that sbe
i wiis promotwd 1o n higher pesition nt
|

0 very lavgely Inciensed sularcy. The
flest fusl of pledstice in this advance
wing dnshied by the susplelon that It
wits ntended to get ey where she
conld L the move easily entrapped.
Qe toled the wmotter over with her
wother, und they agveed ot possibly
the tlief of (he loves wos ot the bot
[ font OF 1t nil. At nny rates influcnces
were nt work to get positive evidence.
o ind stolen goods on her clothing
wight not be sulficlent. Bhe must be
| epught in the net. As whie did not 1n-
| tond to stea] anything sbe had no fenr

of belng caught, but she didl fear be

ing made to stund fn the plice of o

thler, 1ler suspiclons were confirmed

when sbe foumd that she Was placed

. chinrge of o stock of goods kept In

a roon by themselves and where she
qunld be n great denl of the time

alone. ‘'fhat there wins @ peephole

throungh which she swould be watched
| whe did not doubt,

The day of ber entry on ber new du-
tleg Bertvnm Banning enme in and
congratulated her on ber advanes, s
peclally ng e would not have to sell
| the goods, ouly to be reaponsible for
Fthem. Shie recelved him In her sl

constralned manner, and the wore in-

werosted he appenred o hey welfaro |

the wmore confirmed she hecame thut
he was trylog to decoy hber off her
guard,

wWeeks wont by, nud as there was no
denonement of thie plot Nessle conclud-
od that some one bud been folled.

One doy Bertram Bunning came fnto
Loy voom with an eoxpression on s
fuce thit convineed her the bomb wis
nbout-to explode, e did not at once
explode I He beat about the bush
with embpreagginent. Floally, bracing
bimiself for an effort, e suld:

“alles Chillders, [ huve something”—

“Oh, don't!" cried Hessie, covering
ber face with ber hands.

“You kuow, then. You bova looked
beyond"—

“Oh. Mr, Banning, that you shoukl"—
Slie could not go on

“And why not? ls there unything
dishonorable in"'—

“No, ot dishonprable, but if you
only koew how unjust”

“Unjust ¥

“Yes. I am absolutely lunocent.”

“1% it Innocent to steal”—

*1 aid not.”

“Misg Childers, you are a thief of the
worst kind. True, you have stolen nn
artlcle of lttle value, only my poor
beart.”

Bessle Childers lookad nt him as one
awnakenx] from o dreant.

“Your heart

“You. What did you snppose”—

*1 thought you meant the laces.”

Then it camo ont that the real thief
| had been caught long ngo, but it wes

the lucldent that first tursed Bertram

Dannoing's attention to Besale Childers
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